
JOHNSTON John 

 

Lance Corporal:  Gordon Highlanders: 2nd Battalion.  

20th Brigade, 7th Division 

Age: 21 Date of Death: 27/10/1914  

Service No: 743  

Additional information: Husband of Caroline Johnston, of 24, Chapel St., Colchester.  

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Cairo.  They returned to UK, arriving Southampton on 1 October 

1914.  As of October 1914 they were attached to the 20th Brigade, 7th Division. The 7th Division was formed 

during September and very early October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

points around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at Zeebrugge on 6 October 

1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they arrived the city was already falling, and the 

7th were instead ordered to hold certain important bridges and other places that would help the westward 

evacuation of the Belgian Army. Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved westwards, where 

they entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that fateful place.  

The Battles of Ypres  19 October - 22 November 1914. As the BEF advanced, it clashed with an enemy that 

turned out to be five times larger than itself; the difference in artillery was even greater. The army dug in and 

defended against wave after wave of attack, under fierce shellfire. Gradually, the British forward position - it 

would be inaccurate to yet call it a line - was pushed back. Each village, wood and road junction saw heavy 

fighting and the names became immortalised. Zandvoorde; Gheluvelt; Langemarck; Zonnebeke; Hooge. British 

casualties in the Ypres area between 14 October and 30 November 1914 Formations that lost more than 5,000 

men killed, wounded or prisoner 7th Division: 9,865 of which 372 officers. (reference website "Long Long 

Trail") 

 

 

The Mons star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: III. A. 15. Cemetery: BOULOGNE EASTERN 

CEMETERY 

  

  

  

  

Boulogne, was one of the three base ports most extensively used by 

the Commonwealth armies on the Western Front throughout the 

First World War. It was closed and cleared on the 27 August when 

the Allies were forces to fall back ahead of the German advance, 

but was opened again in October and from that month to the end of 

the war, Boulogne and Wimereux formed one of the chief hospital 

areas. Until June 1918, the dead from the hospitals at Boulogne 

itself were buried in the Cimetiere de L'Est, one of the town 

cemeteries, the Commonwealth graves forming a long, narrow strip 

along the right hand edge of the cemetery. In the spring of 1918, it 

was found that space was running short in the Eastern Cemetery in spite of repeated extensions to the south, and 

the site of the new cemetery at Terlincthun was chosen. During the Second World War, hospitals were again 

posted to Boulogne for a short time in May 1940. The town was taken by the Germans at the end of that month 

and remained in their hands until recaptured by the Canadians on 22 September 1944. Boulogne Eastern 

Cemetery contains 5,577 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and 224 from the Second World War. 

The Commonwealth plots were designed by Charles Holden. No. of Identified Casualties: 5743 
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